
 
Madam Chair and Committee Members, 
 
My name is Dr. Kathlene Campbell and I am the Dean of the School of Education at the University of St. 
Thomas. I am here today to testify on behalf of not only the 111 student teachers at St. Thomas but also 
student teachers across the state of Minnesota.  
 
I’d like to thank the committee for drafting SC 7474 to address the impact of school closures due to 
COVID-19.  
 
Although PELSB was able to address most of the concerns from teacher preparation providers, there is 
an area that SC 7474 addresses which PELSB has not been able to address. Due to the closure of testing 
sites, our student teachers are unable to take the required Minnesota Teacher Licensure Examinations. I 
am hopeful that the committee supports allowing PELSB to issue one-year conditional Tier 3 licenses for 
potential new teachers impacted by COVID-19. As a dean of a School of Education, I am proud of the 
resiliency and flexibility our student teachers have shown. They have been tested in ways that other 
student teachers never had to face. Their success in rising to the challenges can only strengthen the case 
for one-year conditional Tier 3 licenses. Allow me to illustrate with some specific examples.  
 

One of our student teachers stated: “I’m really excited to be able to say that after the initial 
panic I was able to step up and create a role for myself and adapt. One of the strongest qualities 
teachers need is the ability to adapt. You’re always learning on your feet.” 

 
A couple of our student teachers at St. Thomas created a Facebook page full of resources. When 
one of our student teachers reflected on the page she said it was important for her to share this 
information, because it “makes us feel like we’re adding a little bit of hope and help to the 
community, especially for those parents who are trying to keep their kids entertained.”  

  
And I have received numerous emails from cooperating teachers in K-12 classrooms thanking 
our student teachers for supporting them and their students.  
 

While the teaching conditions are obviously not ideal at present, I believe this new group of teachers 
entering our educational system will, as a consequence of the challenges, be better prepared to pivot 
and utilize the technological skills they gained over the last couple of weeks.  
 
There is a strong case for allowing one-year conditional Tier 3 licenses for potential new teachers 
impacted by the pandemic, so the teaching careers of these talented and committed individuals are not 
derailed. 
 
Thank you very much for your time. 
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